
Pioneering Research – R&A and FEGGA

FEGGA Conference, Galway, Ireland, February 2020



Update (since Rome 2019)

February:

Research Session at FEGGA Conference in Rome.
• Clear mandate from FEGGA members at AGM to the board to carry on the 

work

• June:

R&A contacting key players (Maria Strandberg, Niels Dokkuma and 
Stefano Boni)

• June-August:

• R&A establishes database of where and whom who are conducting
Turfgrass Research in Europe



Update (since Rome 2019)

• Oktober

Workshop, Amsterdam:

Agenda: Current situation, Future structure, collaboration and funding



A good group with a good mixture



Update (since Rome 2019)

• To produce Golf Course 2030 plans for Central and Southern Europe



• Started in 2001 in Sweden; expanded and reorganized in 2006 to 

include the Golf Federations and Greenkeepers’ Associations in the 

five Nordic countries

• Supports R&D projects and delivers ‘ready to use’ research to the 

benefit of the golf sector.

• About 60% of STERF’s research projects are funded by the Golf 

Federations according to membership. 

Aim:  € 0.5 per member per year              € 450.000

• About 40% is matched funding from various national and international 

sources and industry partners.

• Director: Maria Strandberg                        Chairman: Bruno Hedlund

Scandinavian Turfgrass and Environment 

Research Foundation (www.sterf.org) 

http://www.sterf.org/


Sources



Central Zone Country Number of Players

Belgium 65028

Netherlands 389000

Germany 642240

Luxembourg 3392

Switzerland 89236

Liechtenstein 1025

Austria 97930

Czech Republic 53252

Slovakia 8264

Hungary 1311

Romania 817

Bulgaria 775

North Macedonia 48

Total 1352318



South Zone

Country Number of 
Players

Portugal 15257

Spain 305417

France 412726

Andorra 445

Italy 91165

Malta 583

Slovenia 4574

Croatia 694

Bosnia & Herzegovina 207

Serbia 747

Greece 829

Cyprus 1377

Turkey 6739

Israel 544

Georgia 155

Armenia 110

Azerbaijan 171

Kazakhstan 1020

Total 842760



North Zone Country Number of Players

Iceland 17165

Norway 95794

Denmark 149044

Sweden 484373

Finland 138955

Estonia 2735

Latvia 1660

Lithuania 1354

Russia 2240

Poland 6268

Belarus 176

Ukraine 250

Total 900014



GB&I Country Number of Players

Ireland 184017

Scotland 180281

England 629000

Wales 42830

Total 1036128



All together now
Zone Total Players Funding (0,5 euro a player)

Central 1.352.318 676.159 euros

South 842.760 421.380 euros

North 900.014 450.007 euros

GB&I 1.036.128 518.064 euros

Total EGA 4.131.220 2.065.610 euros

Research/Player in euro 0,5 euros

USA Total Players 

Players (USGA) 2.000.000

Funds for research USD 2.000.000

Research/Player in euro 0,92 euros



What to expect from 2020

• May: Copenhagen, EGA Sustainability Expect Group

• Golf Course 2030 plans for Central and Southern Zone 

• ?: Vienna, Central Zone

• ?:Place?, South Zone 



I’m gonna do it!

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Omdvu0f-Wuw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Omdvu0f-Wuw


Copenhagen, 11-16 July, 2021 www.itrc2021.org

In 2021, STERF will host the 

Save the date in 
your calendar


