
The 148th

Open
A G REENKEEPING I NS I G HT 
I NTO THE  PLANNI NG ,  
CHALLENG ES  AND TRI UMPH 
OF HOSTING  AN OPEN 
CHAMPI ONSHIP.



History of Royal Portrush Golf Club

Royal Portrush History Timeline

1888 – Club formed in May 1888

1895 – Royal Portrush was the first links outside of England to house the British Ladies’ Championship

1929 – Harry Colt lays out plans for the Dunluce links

1930, 1937, 1947, 2012– Royal Portrush plays host to The Irish Open.

1951 – The Open Championship, the first club outside of the mainland UK to have hosted the 
tournament. 

1995-1999, 2004 – The Senior British Open 

2011 – Ladies’ British Open Amateur

2012 – The Irish Open.

2014 – The Amateur Championship

2015 – Ireland win the Home Internationals





May Hezlet

Hezlet won 5 Irish Championships in 1899, 1904, 1905, 1906 and 
1908 and added two British Championship titles in 1902 and 
1907.

At he age of 22 she wrote a book called Ladies Golf .

Current Portrush Ladies President Moyra McElderry believes 
that May’s contribution to establishing the game for women was 
immense: “Without May Hezlet, women’s golf would not be 
where it is today – she was a pioneer and in those early days she 
and her contemporaries, particularly Rhona Adair, were vital to 
the development of the modern game. They put golf in Portrush 
on the map and we owe them a great debt.”



Harry Colt







The Open 1951



Architect - Martin Ebert of Mackenzie and Ebert





Contractor – Marcus Terry of 1st Golf
Irrigation Contractor - Abbots 



The Team
Normal Team







7th & 8th Detailed Design
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The Announcement





Golf course 
infrastructure carried 
out behind the scenes 
with investment from 
R&A and government

• Fibre installed throughout course 
for Wi-Fi and media coverage

• Players tunnel constructed to 
improve movement of spectators

• Mains water and sewerage 
installed throughout

• Over 2 miles of new road 
constructed



Infrastructure work 
carried out behind the 
scenes
with £17 million spent 
on the town including:

•New train station

• Upgrades to all car parks 

• Improvements to roads 

• Upgrades to services & broadband

• Also £100k investment by R&A 
post Open for local legacy projects



Challenges
COURSES  OPEN AND B USY  
DURI NG  CONSTRUC TION,  
I MPROVEMENTS  TO G REENS  
B OTANICALLY



4 years until we host the Open W I N T E R  W O R K S  
P R O G R A M M E   2 0 1 5 / 1 6



New Greenkeeping Facility 2016



27 months 
until we host 
the Open
WI NTER WORKS  PROG RAMME  
2016/17



18 months until we host the Open

Winter Works programme  2017/18



Challenges



8 months until we host the Open

Winter Works programme  2018/19



Last bunker 
construction Jan
15th 2019



12th Green 
May 2019



The Open Team



One of our volunteers!



Mowing S TAT S



Mowing



FRED: King of the Bunkers



The guard of honour was an amazing moment for all of 
us and I felt proud to have such a special team



Thank You


