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Nenagh Golf Course 
FETAC Level 6 Greenkeeping 

I took up greenkeeper after working in a factory for 8 years.
I completed a FETAC level 6 Greenkeeping course at my local golf course
It consists of 3 days on the golf course and two day classroom work
I’m in the business 11yrs .



Education 

FETAC level 6 greenkeeping and sportsground 
maintenance 

WATERFORD INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
BSc Degree in  Horticulture
Majors in Turfgrass Science,  Landscape and Design
2nd year work experience 
Ohio State Turf program 

Cert in Turf Management 



Ohio State Turf Program 

Seapines Resort ,Hilton Head Island,South 
Carolina USA



SEAPINES RESORT HILTON HEAD ISLAND SC
Heroin Point and Ocean ‘Atlantic 
Dunes’ golf course

• Bermuda grasses ,Zoysia grasses
• From Bermuda to Rye and back again 
• Areas covered with rye – tees,fairway 

and greens 
• Leaders in environmental 

preservation
• Recycled water system using its man 

made lagoon and wetlands 

Qualification: spray and 
Irrigation Technician  

Cert in Warm season grasses 
Trip to GIS 



Heritage PGA Tournament 

Harbor Town is part of The Seapines Resort and hold the RBC Heritage PGA 
Tournament April each year .
Transferred over to the course the month prior to RBC Heritage PGA Tournament 
Worked 2 PGA tournaments under Superintendent Jonathan Wright .



BSc (Hon) Degree in Land 
Management 

Back to Ireland to finish my Horticulture Degree 
Then decided to do an extra year in BSc Land Management 
Preparing me for further opportunities as my career progress

Major in Biodiversity and Integrated Pest Management
Projects -5 year biodiversity  plan for near by village .

Investigatiing hydraulic oil spill on greens and best   
controls 

During my time back in college I worked part time at Nenagh 
golf course and local gaa grounds 



Finish College back to the States 
second time around 

Ohio State Turf Program 
Ohio State University Turfgrass 

Research  and 
Education Facility 



OSU Research Facility 

Areas of research we carried out 

• Agronomy 

• Plant Pathology

• Entomology

• Natural resources 

We carried out over  90 
experiment  on site and on a 
number of site at varies golf 
courses and stadiums 

Multiple Disciplines 

• Integrated pest management

• Weed control

• Turfgrass disease management, 

• Fertilizer programs and sources, 

• Sustainable low-input turfgrass
management, 

• Advanced cultural practices,

• Natural and hybrid athletic fields,

• Natural and biological pest 
control



TOP RESEARCHERS 

Dr David Gardner 
Herbicides , biostimulant

Other great researchers
• Pam Sheridan
• Todd Hicks
• Joe Rimelspach

Dr Karl Danneberger
Growth regulators Trimmit, 
Velocity, Primo Maxx 

Dr John Street
PoaCure 



My Role as Research Assistant 
Simulated traffic to a hybrid turfgrass
research

Researchers collecting insect counts 
at the facility

Meeting with clients and preparing plan of action
Preparing areas for trials  research centre and golf course 
Weighing out products . spraying /Treating plots to spec.
Maintain areas to golf course standards
Collecting data,analysis . Write up report for client and advice accordingly 



OSU Research Centre
Educational field days 

We organised Research Field Days and  Summer Workshops at the centre.

Discussing research that we were or had carried out that year

Broadleaf research 
Dr D.Gardner



OSU “The Shoe “
International Championship Cup PSG v Real Madrid 



Changing the OSU Stadium back to 
Natural Turf 



Video on the Conversion of the OSU Football Stadium 
Ground from Synthetic Turf to Natural Grass 



Having a bit of fun with temperature in 
OSU Stadium 



In an industry with 97% men, the turf women at Ohio State
consists of 8 women. We come from the USA, England, Ireland, 
Brazil & China!

Women in Turf 



The Columbus Crew

Volunteer at the Columbus Crew 

‘Rock on the Range concert’

Ladies Soccer Games 

USA V Sweden



Clippers baseball
Huntington Park 

Work before and during game 



Other tournaments 
Nationwide Children's 
Hospital Championship

Scioto golf course senior PGA Muirfield PGA  Tournament 



Oakmont Golf Course and OSU Farm 
Science Review

The famous church pew bunkers 
Seven parallel bunkers 

New or replacement drainage



GO BUCKEYE



• Working for all types type of 
sporting venues from 
equestrian surface to hurling 
pitches 

• Carrying out Performance and 
fesilibilty testing to safety 
assessment .

• Pitch and drainage design. 
• Maintenance advice and 

handoff
• Design,trending and project 

management 



Stadium Miejski Białystok City

One of the top pitches in Poland in which we conducted a 
feasbility study on. Shear strength, infiltration, hardness, 
amount some of the tests. 



Adare Manor Golf Course

Orginally built in 1995 but bought by JP McManus in 2015. 
Redesigned by Tom Fazio. Reopened in 2018. The parkland  golf course consists of 130 acres set in more 
then 800acres .
‘the pro am is sure to be the highlight of the Irish golfing calendar with 9 of the top 10 golfers in the 
world confirmed to participate in the event. This is Adare Manors 3rd hosting of the event, which is 
charity event hosted by our new owners, The McManus Family, which has to-date has raised over €140 
million for local charities and is our first ‘dry run’ in advance of the Ryder Cup in 2026’



Adare Manor Golf Course 

Senior greenkeeper 
Apart of a team of 35-40 greenkeeping 
staff .
At present preparing for the Pro Am in 
July 2020

Mostly my jobs consists of 
• leading teams on different tasks 

throughout the golf course 
topdressing, coring ,rough etc

• Carrying out feasibility testing on 
greens

• Trainer
• Carrying out precision work  

throughout the golf course



• It's not about been physically strong ,its more about solving problems and 
working with low budgets

• Its the perceptions about the role, rather than the realities of the job.
• it's not a career that’s pushed and not many young people especially girls 

know much about what the job entails and the kind of tasks that are carried 
out.

• I think it stems right from school where We need to do a better job of 
educating careers advisors

• Not made aware of the opportunities in turf management or encouraged to 
take it up.

• There is a need for more female role models

Women in the Turf Industry



A career In Turfgrass 
• Gaining both formal qualifications and practical experience

• Hands on experience is very important. Travelling Ohio Turf program 

• The mixture of tasks and  a largely outdoor working  Schedule 

• The job is challenging and appealing

• Lots of opportunities. People that go into the career soon realise golf course 
work is more varied with more career opportunities

• The majority of our work is science based to enable us To produce the best 
playing surfaces possible particularly when you are working with a small 
budget.

• Rewarding job different from a 9 to 5

• Its doesn’t matter if you are female or male , the most important thing is to 
have the desire to be in the business. To share the passion.

• When you really love a job it makes every day easier


