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Global Risks Report





By 2050 the weight 

of plastic in the sea 

will be greater than 

the weight of fish



Resources are becoming more scarce and costly

Water

Energy

Materials



Rising public expectations Becoming public demands



Increased pressure on the use of land to be 

socially and environmentally productive



What do other 
people think?

Reputation 
matters



Valued and 
supported for what 
the sport does to 

enhance the 
environment and 

help build healthy, 
sustainable 

communities

Regulated, restricted 
and replaced for 

being a luxurious use 
of land and resources, 

with limited social 
value

Risks and opportunities for golf



Trends in Corporate Responsibility

“A sustainable business is more robust and more 
efficient; it appeals to customers changing values, 
strengthens relationships with suppliers and positions 
the brand as a good corporate citizen.”





It can be complicated!!!  Where do I start??







Club level commitments to sustainability and climate action



More clubs telling more of their stories





Rapidly expanding community of leadership and knowledge sharing 

Now over 

500 new 

stories in 

circulation





Scorecard
Starting to measure and evaluate 

club performance and value



Communicating your performance and purpose



Review

• Video snippet



for climate action



Plastic bottle assets

Staff and golfer 

engagement 
materials



“GEO Foundation is the only 

sports based member of 

ISEAL, a fantastic example of 

innovation and proactive 

leadership, and testament to 

the efforts being made to 

address sustainability 

comprehensively and credibly.”

Karin Kreider

CEO, ISEAL Alliance



“Golf is uniquely positioned to 

bring significant environmental 

gains and awareness to millions 

of people around the world. 

GEO is helping the industry 

speed up and communicate the 

voluntary sustainable 

development of the sport.”



Julie Duffus

Sustainability Manager for the IOC

“Golf’s credible sustainability standards, 

certification and reporting are leading the 

way amongst Olympic sport and a great 

model for others and the IOC itself.”









Fostering 

Nature

Conserving

Resources

Strengthening 

Communities

Golf is in a great position to contribute and capitalize

Taking 

Climate Action



Has there ever been a 
more important time to be, 
and be seen to be, 
operating in a sustainable 
way?

Risks

NeedOpportunities

Golf 
facilities



fostering nature

conserving resources

taking climate action

strengthening communities

a better future

cost savings

positive publicity

more resilient courses

more local support

For…



Helping profile golf’s sustainability leaders





Air purification

Urban cooling

Carbon sequestration

Flood prevention

Mental wellbeing

Physical recreation

Pollination

Biodiversity conservation


